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Graz, 26 February 2025 
 
RE : Nomination of participants to the workshop “Unlocking educational opportunities in 

sign languages in Europe” within the framework of ‘Language education at the heart 
of democracy’, Graz, Austria, 15-16 May 2025 

 

 
Venue:  ECML, Graz, Austria  
 
Date:  15-16 May 2025 
 
Participants:  1 delegate per member state, to be nominated by the national 

nominating authorities 
 
Working languages:  English and International Sign, with simultaneous interpretation 
 
Deadline for nomination: 4 April 2025 
 
Information on the project: www.ecml.at/DeafSign 
 
Workshop description: 
 

Review and development of guidelines and recommendations/resources for policy 
makers and professionals in the educational sector working with vulnerable sign 
language learners (deaf signers with refugee and immigration backgrounds, deaf 
children and their families as well as heritage signers). 
 
Workshop focus: 
 

• Introduction of guidelines and recommendations/resources for policy makers 
and professionals in the educational sector – with focus on deaf signers with 
refugee and immigration backgrounds; 

• Development of guidelines and recommendations/resources for policy makers 
and professionals in the educational sector – with focus on deaf children and 
their families as well as heritage signers. 

 
  

https://www.ecml.at/DeafSign
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Expected outcomes of the workshop for the participants 

• Definition/awareness of vulnerability of learners (deaf signers with refugee and 
immigration backgrounds, deaf children and their families as well as heritage 
signers); 

• Application of the concepts ‘Inclusion’, ‘Plurlingualism’, ‘Language 
Competencies ’and ‘Democratic participation ’ to the groups of vulnerable 
learners (deaf signers with refugee and immigration backgrounds, deaf children 
and their families as well as heritage signers); 

• Structure and content of guidelines and recommendations/resources for policy 
makers and professionals in the educational sector. 

 
Expected products to be developed during the workshop 

• Glossary; 

• Guidelines and recommendations/resources for policy makers and 
professionals in the educational sector working with deaf learners with refugee 
and immigration backgrounds; 

• Outline of guidelines and recommendations/resources for policy makers and 
professionals in the educational sector working with deaf children and their 
families as well as heritage signers. 

 
Profile of participants: professional background 

i. Participants have experience of working with policy makers and professionals in 
the education sector working with adult deaf signers from refugee and migrant 
backgrounds, or 

ii. participants have experience of working with policy makers and professionals in 
the education sector working with deaf children and their families as well as with 
heritage signers. 

iii. Ideally, participants will have some knowledge/experience of sign language(s) 
and sign language communities in the country of residence and in one or more 
ECML member state/s as well as of needs of vulnerable learners. 

iv. Potential workshop participants can be either 
o members of language councils at the national government; 
o members of department of equality at the national government; 
o members of focal points of UNCRPD (The UN Convention on the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities) at the national government; 
o members of ministry of education who deal with issues of Deaf Education or 
o members of ministry of education who deal with language-related issues in 

education (e.g. the Common European Framework of Reference for 
Languages – CEFR). 

https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-Persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.un.org/development/desa/disabilities/convention-on-the-rights-of-Persons-with-disabilities.html
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages
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Expected involvement / tasks before, during and after the event 

 

Before:  

Participants are expected …: 

i. to take part in the survey on Deaf Signers with Deaf Signers from immigrant 
and refugee backgrounds; 

ii. to have read some background papers provided by the DeafSign team; 

iii. to bring examples of good practice from their country: resources to support 
quality provision of sign language learning opportunities for three target 
groups: 

o Deaf signers with an immigrant and refugee background,  

o Deaf children and their families, and 

o heritage signers. 

The resources should include: 

o quality standards of teachers’ qualifications 

o guidelines/recommendations for policy makers in the educational sector 

o teaching and learning resources 

 

During: 

Participants are expected …: 

i. to provide input and feedback on the results of the survey on sign language 
learning opportunities for Deaf learners with migrant and refugee 
backgrounds; 

ii. to contribute to the development of guidelines/recommendations to support 
quality provision of sign language learning opportunities. 
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After: 

Participants are expected: 

i. to provide input and feedback on documents produced as a result of the 
workshop; 

ii. to disseminate guidelines and recommendations/resources for policy makers 
(with emphasis on learners with refugee and migration backgrounds); 

iii. to contribute to public awareness on the needs of vulnerable learners (deaf 
learners with refugee and immigration backgrounds, deaf children and their 
families, heritage signers). 


